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some definite information regarding his birth, regime, etc.
which helps historical research. The religious inscriptions show
a general tendency to record either the year or date of comple-
tion or the time, or more often, the year, in which the tablet
was incised.

The personal inscriptions are more of a votive, dedicatory
or donative nature. Their main intention is to commemorate
the personal benefaction in the construction of structures rather
than to record events. Here also, the dates recorded are in
broad terms only. The names of the builder, his master, and
the reigning king are mentioned. In a few cases, some more
information as regards any connected event or the past con-
dition of or repair to the structure is added. Only as an ex-
ceptional case do we meet with an inscription in which an.
episode is given with some detail. The designation of the
builder is generally recorded.

The edictal or donative inscriptions are very few indeed.
These contain official orders, orders of specific endowments,
and the like. They are particularly important because they
are definite and precise in their purpose and also in their
circumstantial details. Being official documents, they have
great historical value, but its usefulness is limited to the orbit
of local history.

Memoirs or commemorative pillars are of special value
and of definite importance so far as the particular eventfr
declared therein are concerned.

There are very few instances of indicatory inscriptions
which have attained any inscriptional value. Only one boun-
dary stone and one pillar are the rare specimens of this kind
in the Epigraphia Indo-Moslen&ca.

The Persian and Arabic or rather the Muslim inscriptions
are not generally informative. They tend more towards per-
sonal glorification than towards recording personal details and
merits. They are not very particular about definite time indi-
cations. Only in a few cases, have genealogies been given,
but this course appears to be an exception to the common
practice, and perhaps it is an imitation of the Hindu system,.